SOCIAL WAR IN DEMOCRACY1
IT is one of those popular assumptions of our time
which, although never distinctly formulated, have such
an important part in all our accepted faiths, that social
forces change in the progress of civilization, so that, for
example, slavery and feudalism pass away completely.
The students of social history, however, find that social
forces are ever the same; only the phenomena present
themselves under new combinations. It is when this
fact forces itself upon the observation of men in spite of
their pet dogmas, that we hear about the "labor prob-
lem,*5 or "wage slavery/5 Men toss and heave and
squirm, changing their position from generation to gen-
eration; they have always just got, or are about just to
get, the final and completely satisfactory solution, and
they find that the hardships of life, the difficulty of
getting a living, the task of rearing children, pain, dis-
ease, and death, remain about the same. The new dis-
covery, instead of annihilating ills and closing the account
of earthly hardship, proves only the point of departure
for new ills unknown before; and the old ills brighten as
they take their flight, for their unappreciated advantages
come to light.
Let us notice how class struggles have run through
modern history and see what the position of democracy
is in respect to class struggles and social war.
The feudal system properly had only two classes,
nobles and peasants; kings were differentiated from
nobles and they made a breach in the system. In Russia
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